Can patients with breast cancer be cured of their disease? A sample of the M. D. anderson Hospital experience.
Theories concerning cures for breast cancer vary from the concept that no patients are cured, to the idea that the hazard to patients who have survived eight years is no greater than that for the population as a whole. To test these concepts as well as our modification of the concept of cure, we assumed that a proportion (P) of the population of patients is cured and have the same mortality experience as that for the population as a whole. The remaining proportion Q = 1 - P experience mortality as do the population and also that due to cancer. The hazard rate due to cancer is assumed to be constant. When survival experience for the 804 female patients with breast cancer admitted during 1958 through 1960 and that predicted from our model are plotted, the fit is excellent, particularly for survivals up to 15 years. As to whether some patients with breast cancer are cured of their disease, the answer is yes, using our definition of cure.